
Copyright © McDougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin Company
All rights reserved.

38 Pre-Algebra
Chapter 5 Resource Book

Le
ss

on
 5

.4

Multiply fractions and mixed numbers.G O A L

EXAMPLE 1 Multiplying Fractions
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�� Assign negative signs to numerators.
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� Use rule for multiplying fractions.
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� Divide out common factors.
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� Multiply.

Exercises for Example 1

Find the product.
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Multiplying a Mixed Number and an Integer

Every day for a week you run 3 �
3
5

� miles. What is the total distance you run for
the week?

Solution
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� p 7 Substitute values.
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� Write numbers as improper fractions.
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� Use rule for multiplying fractions.

� �
12
5
6

� Multiply.

� 25 �
1
5

� Write fraction as a mixed number.

Answer: You run a total of 25 �
1
5

� miles during the week.

Number of daysDaily distanceTotal distance
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Multiplying Mixed Numbers
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� Write mixed numbers as improper fractions.
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� 42 Multiply.

Exercises for Examples 2 and 3

Find the product. 
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Simplifying an Expression

Simplify the expression �2
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Solution
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� Product of powers rule
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� Add exponents.

Exercises for Example 4

Simplify the expression. 
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Use rule for multiplying fractions.
Divide out common factors.

Use rule for multiplying fractions.
Divide out common factors.

EXAMPLE 4

EXAMPLE 3
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